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Rumania see the error of her ways. As the best method of
thwarting Russia's projected Balkan League and compel-
ling Rumania to return to the fold of the Triple Alliance,
Berchtold then urged Tis^a's program for an alliance with
Bulgaria, adding that Turkey also might be included in it
eventually. "Austria must accept the offer of a definite
alliance made by Bulgaria a year ago and repeated several
times since then. At the same time she must aim to bring
about an alliance between Bulgaria and Turkey; both these
states were recently so favorably disposed to this, that a
draft treaty was worked out, though not signed afterwards.
This is another instance in which the Dual Monarchy, if it
continued delaying action out of consideration for Rumania,
which is moved by no such reciprocal feelings, might cause
itself serious and irreparable injury. Further delay and
failure to begin a countervailing activity at Sofia would
give Russia and France free scope for their intensive and
wide-reaching plans. Rumania's attitude simply forces
Austria to give Bulgaria that support which she has long
been seeking, and which wiJl frustrate Russia's otherwise
unavoidable encirclement policy. And ihis must be done
at once, while the road to Sofia and also to Constantinople
is still open."
"The treaty with Bulgaria, the details of which will have
to be examined more fully, must naturally be so framed as
not to be in conflict with Austria's treaty obligations to
Rumania. It also ought not to be kept secret from Ru-
mania, since there is no hostility against Rumania in this
step, but simply a serious warning to1 the authorities in
Bucharest of the consequences of a persistent partisan de-
pendence on Russia on their part."
Berchtold closed with an appeal to Germany for support
for Tisza's program for a diplomatic shift in the Balkans,
pointing out that Germany, no less than Austria, was
threatened by Russia's aggressive policy. "Before Austria